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INVITATION 

FOR SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 

23rd-24th OF APRIL 2012

(Venue: University Pécs, Medical School, 1st floor Conference Room)

Performer: Professor Denys Wheatley (Aberdeen, UK) Doctor honoris causa of the University of Pécs
Title: Scientific writing and publishing

Accreditation: Accredited by the Doctoral Council of the Medical School, University of Pécs. Expected point: 1
The accreditation for medical doctors, dentists, clinical psychologist in OFTEX, and for pharmacist in GYOFTEX by the Centre for Postgraduate Education of Medical School, University of Pécs is in progress. Expected points: 6

Target group: It is recommended for both non-native and native English speakers wishing to prepare themselves for effective communication in science, medicine and other fields. 

The course will be given in 7 interactive sessions covering the business of preparing a scientific paper, the process of submission and the different forms of publication. It will deal with two other matters, first the problems facing those authors who do not have English as their first language, and second issues relating to ethical procedures.  There will several short exercises, and at the end of the course, certificates will be given to those who have completed it. Each session will last approximately 45 min, with sufficient time to cover questions and answers.

The course will be delivered by Professor Denys Wheatley, BioMedES, Aberdeen Scotland and an doctor honoris causa of the University of Pecs. He is editor of four journals and is on the editorial board of many other journals. Having published approximately 300 primary research papers and reviews, and 6 books, he has a wealth of experience to impart. Similar highly successful courses have been given over the last 3-4 years in Ukraine, Latvia, Brazil, Mexico and The Philippines, amongst other countries. Being himself a biomedical scientist, the material will be geared towards this discipline. However, most of the material is applicable to many other disciplines and to an even wider audience. For example, help has been given in the presentation of material in English to the Saab motor industry, WHO, and other world-renowned organizations.

INTERESTED? PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATION TO SECURE YOUR PLACE AT THE SYMPOSIUM to anett.tomozer@aok.pte.hu 

Registration is free, supported by the Medical School of University of Pécs

DETAILED PROGRAMME
Day 1

23rd of April 2012 (Monday)

Session 1: 13:00-13:45

Why do we publish? 

This deals with the many aspects of setting about writing an article from first inception to a rough draft in terms of the sections to be presented. It will deal with motivation, requirements for adequate background reading, agreements between authors contributing to the paper, and where the most appropriate place to publish might be.

Session 2: 13:45 -14:30

What a primary research article must contain and why.

 Here the emphasis will be on the formal structure of a scientific communication. Each section will be discussed in detail, and sample papers and drafts will be explored. The requirements of publisher given through their guidelines will be considered in some detail.

Session 3: 14:45 -15:30
The writing process

The procedure best adopted in drafting a scientific paper will be demonstrated since some of the approaches may seem counterintuitive. However, this is the nub of the exercise, i.e. to learn how to tackle the problem of writing which many find irksome. From a correct start, experience will be gained more quickly and the process will become easier in the future.

Session 4: 15:30-16:15

Problems in presentation of papers in English
Contrary to popular belief among many scientists worldwide who use English as the lingua franca of science, writing good English is very difficult, even for a native Englishman. This session will not only address many of the problems in expressing scientific findings and discussing them good English, but it also relevant to native English speakers because it deals with how to express matters in scientific papers in the simplest and most effective way.

24th of April 2012 (Tuesday)

Day 2
Session 5: 9:00-9:45

Submission of manuscripts
 Many papers that are sent for publication meet great resistance with regard to their acceptance. To be fully prepared for the rigours of the review process, there is a lot to be done to ensure an article is properly prepared. Difficulties are often met at the submission process, simply how to this online, and understanding why so much information about the submission needs to be communicated. For anyone about to submit a paper, the lessons to be learned here are important.

Session 6: 9:45-10:30

The publication process

This could be a long session because the procedures differ widely in some respects, but the ten main steps to successful publication will be followed. The roles of Editor, assistants, peer reviewers, and others will be explained. The differences between online and conventional publication will be briefly discussed on the assumption that almost all journals have online outlets, and very few only continue with hardcopy issues alone.

Session 7: 10:45-11:30

Copyright, ethics and codes of conduct

 Once a paper has been submitted, certain legal obligations follow. These are straightforward for all bona fide papers that communicate new and relevant information to the field of research or interest. However, many transgression also occur, such a plagiarism, fraud, duplication and non-compliance with authorities that ultimately oversee the rigour of good scientific publication. These issues need to be must be understood by all authors, and the transgression of the legal and ethical aspects are ignored at one’s peril.

A general discussion can follow this last session to touch upon questions and problems that have not been addressed during the previous sessions.

[Modules that cover much of this content can be made available after the course.]

Denys Wheatley (Aberdeen, UK) E-mail: wheatley@abdn.ac.uk
